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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS AFTER SURGERY

(    ) ARCH BAR REMOVAL:  Brush teeth and rinse with salt water after each meal
and at bedtime.  If antimicrobial mouthwash is prescribed, use as directed.
Bleeding of gums may persist for up to three (3) days. Tooth brushing will help
decrease this inflammation and bleeding.

(    ) IN FEC TIO N : You presented to our office with an established oro-facial
infection.  Our treatment is designed to remove the cause and establish
drainage.  The associated swelling usually does not decrease much during the
first twenty four (24) hours, it may even increase slightly during this period.
About the second day after drainage, the swelling should begin to decrease.  If
the swelling continues to increase and you have a persistent fever, please
notify our office as soon as possible.  EXTERNAL MOIST HEAT SHOULD BE
APPLIED BEGINNING THE DAY OF SURGERY AND CONTINUED UNTIL ALL
SWELLING HAS RESOLVED.  A hand towel should be soaked with hot water.
Wring it out and fold into a pad about six (6) inches wide that will extend from
ear to ear under the chin.  The towel should be as hot as you can stand it
without scalding your skin.  Press in place and hold until it cools.  Apply the
hot wet towel as frequently as is convenient, but at least once an hour while
awake. The wet towel may be heated in a microwave oven.  Dissolve ½
tablespoon of salt in 8 oz. (one glass) of tap water as warm as you can
tolerate, yet not so hot as to burn your mouth.  Hold a large mouthful of this
solution over the surgical area until it cools down.   When it cools down,
swish gently, spit out and take a new, warm mouthful.  Alternate from left to
right if both sides are involved.  Finish the glass in this manner and repeat
hourly while awake.

(    ) PRESSURE DRESSING:  You have had an external bandage placed over your chin
to help control swelling.  This bandage should be left in place for at least
for forty eight (48) hours.  Do not get it wet.

(    ) M AX IL L A R Y S IN U S  IN V O L V EM EN T: A communication exists betw een your
surgical site and maxillary sinus. Normal healing usually closes this opening
without additional surgery.  Blood-tinged mucous in the nose is not uncommon.
To avoid disrupting the healing and the blood clot, we advise you to:

* Avoid blowing your nose for about ten (10) days
* If you sneeze, do so with your mouth open
* NO SMOKING, using a straw or sucking in any other form
* Chew on the opposite side from the opening as much as possible
* Do not rinse your mouth vigorously for about five (5) days
* Do not "test" for the opening in any way. No activity which causes

increased pressure, (i.e., blowing up balloons, playing instruments, flying,
diving, Valsalva's maneuver [equalizing car pressure by holding nose and
blowing]) should be done.

(    ) WEAKENED JAW:  Surgical removal of teeth that are deep in the jaw can leave
it temporarily weakened much like a knot in a piece of wood weakens the wood
at that point.  It takes six (6) to eight (8) weeks before new bone forms and full
strength is reached.  During this period, we advise you to avoid situations that
might result in a forceful blow to your jaw.  Activities in your P.E. classes and
contact sports should be modified accordingly.


